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She stayed accordingly; and soon wormed herself into favour
with the parson and his household; heing always cheerful, having
the knack of giving little presents, and of talking to each in his
own vein; at the same time always contriving to do exactly what
she pleased. Wilhelm's state was not uncomfortable: the sur-
geon, an ignorant but no unskilful man, let nature play her part;
and the patient was not long till he felt himself recovering. For
such a consummation, being eager to pursue his plans and wishes,
he vehemently longed.
Incessantly he kept recalling that event, which had made an j
ineffaceable impression on his heart. He saw the beautiful
Amazon again come riding out of the thickets; she approached
him, dismounted, went to and fro, and strove to serve him. He
saw the garment she was wrapt in fall down from her shoulders;
he saw her countenance, her figure vanish in their radiance. 'All
the dreams of his youth now fastened on this image. Here he
conceived he had at length beheld the noble, the heroic Clorinda
with his own eyes: and again he bethought him of that royal
youth, to whose sickbed the lovely sympathising princess came in
her modest meekness.
"May it not be," said he often to himself in secret, " that in
youth as in sleep, the images of coming things hover round us,
and mysteriously become visible to our unobstructed eyes ? May
not the seeds of what is to betide us be already scattered by the
hand of Fate ; may not a foretaste of the fruits we yet hope to
gather possibly be given us ?*'
His sickbed gave him leisure to repeat those scenes in every
mood. A thousand times he called back the tone of that sweet
voice; a thousand times he envied Phili.na, who had kissed that
helpful hand. Often the whole incident appeared before him as
a dream; and he would have reckoned it a fiction, if the white
surtout had not been left behind to convince him that the vision
had a real existence.
With the greatest care for this piece of apparel, he combined
the greatest wish to wear it. The first time he arose he put it
on; and was kept in fear all day, lest it might be hurt by some
stain, or other injury.

